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2019 Year in Review 
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Perham High School 

We met during the summer with the Perham High School Facilities 

staff, MN Rural Water Association staff, and Extension staff to put 

together a proposal for a native planting. In order to treat all of the 

rainwater coming off their new building and parking lot, we designed 

a rain garden using native plants to filter any not-so-good nutrients out of the water 

runoff before it can reach our groundwater and surrounded that with a no-mow fescue 

mix to reduce mowing time by maintenance staff. In the fall we planted 6,840 square 

feet of native for the rain garden—it took 3,060 native grass and wildflower plugs and 

nearly 2.5 pounds of pollinator seed mix 

(and a couple cups of coffee). The no-mow 

mix will be planted in the spring of 2020. 

We can't wait to watch this planting bloom 

(including the extra yellow flowers we put 

in there—go Yellowjackets!). 
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Tree Sales and Planting 

In 2019 we sold over 49,000 conservation grade trees in our 

annual tree sales. We planted 14,000 trees in 5 days, then 

switched to laying tree matting. In 3 days we laid 26,000 feet—

that’s almost 5 miles! 

Rentals 
We have a 10 foot no-till 

Haybuster drill, an ATV 

Dewdrop no-till drill, and a tree 

planter available for rent on a 

first-come first-serve basis. Our 

staff can also be hired for tree 

planting, matting, or custom 

seeding. Contact our office for 

more information. 

Native plants are plants that were 

found in Minnesota prior to 

European settlement. They attract 

pollinators like bees and 

butterflies, and provide food and 

shelter to native insects and 

animals. 

WHY NATIVE SEED? 

Native Seed 

This spring we planted 92 acres of 

native seed across East Otter Tail 

County using our no-till drill. We sold 

enough seed for 160 acres, and many 

landowners utilized our rental drill.  
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With the help of the Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa 
and the West Otter Tail Soil & Water Conservation District, we 
restored 26,553 square feet of shoreline with 10,188 native 
grass and flower plugs, 450 feet of coir logs, 1,658 square feet 
of erosion control fabric, and 12 pounds of native seed on 11 
projects covering 9 lakes! Whew, we made it through! 

These projects will reduce pollutant and sediment runoff from 
getting into our lakes and rivers, as well as provide habitat for 
pollinators and wildlife, all while reducing the amount of time 
landowners have to spend taking care of their lawn. 

Clean Water, Land & Legacy 

The grant dollars we use to help install these 

projects come from the Clean Water, Land, and 

Legacy Amendment. This amendment was 

passed by voters in 2008 to “protect drinking 

water sources; to protect, enhance, and restore 

wetlands, prairies, forests, and fish, game, and 

wildlife habitat; to preserve arts and cultural 

heritage; to support parks and trails, and to   

protect, enhance, and restore lakes, rivers, 

streams, and groundwater”.  Otter Tail County 

residents pay 3/8 of 1% sales tax to support the 

amendment, and we love it when we can bring 

that money back to Otter Tail County in the form 

of protecting our lakes & rivers! 

In 2020 we received grant funding to focus on projects on 5 lakes with high disturbance, phosphorus, and algae 

blooms. Stay tuned for more information and to find out if your shoreline will qualify for funding!  



4 

Redeye River One Watershed, One Plan 

Work on the Redeye River One Watershed One Plan has been 

chugging away over 2019, but the end is in sight! In the summer 

of 2019, EOT and Wadena SWCDs hosted a community picnic in Wadena to provide their comments on 

priorities in the Leaf, Wing, and Redeye River watersheds. Over 50 people attended and gave us their input, 

which we will put into the plan going forward.  

Over the year, 14 people from 9 different organizations have been working to put together a comprehensive 

plan for the watershed not defined by county or organization boundaries. We hope to have the final draft 

plan ready for comment by spring of 2020.  

Otter Tail WRAPS 

The Otter Tail Watershed Restoration and Protection 

Strategies report was started in 2019 and is expected to 

be finished by 2021. The main concerns are wind and 

water soil erosion, wetland management, surface water 

quality, stormwater runoff, and wildlife habitat. The 

project begins with intensive biological surveying and data 

collection throughout the watershed, and this information 

along with other characteristics of the watershed lead to 

the development of models that show us the sources of 

water quality degradation. This report guides our work as 

an SWCD and shows us useful target areas.  

Nitrate Testing 

The EOT SWCD holds free nitrate testing  clinics a 

few times each year with the help of the WOT 

SWCD.  This year almost 200 samples were tested 

at the two clinics and most tested well below the 

10 ppm limit.  

Each year we also lead a nitrate clinic for the 

Perham 8th graders. Students brought in 181 total 

samples and learned about where our 

groundwater comes from and how to protect it.  

What are nitrates? 
Nitrates are a common contaminant found in 

many wells throughout Minnesota. Shallow 

wells, dug wells, and wells with damaged or 

leaking casings are the most vulnerable to 

nitrate contamination. Major sources of 

nitrate contamination can be from fertilizers, 

animal waste, and human sewage. It is highly 

recommended to test your drinking water 

supply on a regular basis.  
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2019 Review for East Otter Tail County  

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) • Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

          57 applications with 8 contracts funded              2 contracts funded 

• EQIP—Regional Conservation Partnership Program • Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

           9 applications with 5 contracts funded              161 extensions, re-enrollments, and new     
             contracts 

Both East Otter Tail Soil & Water Conservation District and USDA are an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Turnip cover crop CRP planting Cover crops in corn Field windbreak 

The SWCD is dedicated to having our field staff maintain a 

highly trained, technical skilled workforce capable of 

meeting the conservation delivery needs of Otter Tail 

County. Each year, staff attend several trainings to stay up-to

-date on practices, including nutrient 

management, shoreland restoration, sediment 

basins, grassed waterways, and several more! 

Nathan Wiese & Aimee Duchene successfully   

completed a one-year leadership development 

program sponsored by the MASWCD. This 

leadership program brought together 20 natural          

resource professionals from across the state to 

strengthen their leadership capacity for 

conservation work. Nathan & Aimee’s highlight was 

meeting with representatives in Washington D.C.  
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Irrigation Scheduling Program 

2019 was a tough growing season, 
which started out wet, remained cool, 
and ended up wetter. Yields were 
variable across the region, with  higher-
than-normal corn moisture and a lot of 
immature crops.  

We had 116 fields for 42 farmers in the 
5 county area enrolled in the program. 
Irrigation scheduling was done on 
almost 10,000 acres! 

Irrigation and Nutrient Management Clinic 

It was a very cold and blustery February day for our 

2019 Irrigation and Nutrient Management Clinic, but 

that didn’t stop 68 producers from coming out to hear 

about the latest advancements in agriculture!  Guest 

speakers talked about updates to our weather station 

network, the latest news on the Nitrogen Fertilizer 

Management Plan, and the hopes for future research on 

irrigation in the central sands region.   

Nutrient Management Initiative 

This year staff worked with 12 producers and 6 crop 
advisors to install 12 NMI plots: 7 in Otter Tail county, 
2 in Wadena county, and 3 in Todd county. We had 5 
nitrogen rate trials, 3 nitrogen stabilizer trials,  1 
nitrogen timing trial, 1 nitrogen rate after manure 
trial, 1 cover crop trial, and 1 advanced rate trial. The 
NMI program helps producers offset the cost of experimenting with 
different practices on their farm with the goal of reducing input 
costs, increasing yield, and limiting environmental impact.   
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County Ag Inspector 

In 2019, the SWCD received a grant from the MDA 

for education regarding noxious weeds. We used the 

funds to purchase very detailed plant identification 

books for townships to use when they’re out in the 

field. Townships will be receiving the books at the 

2020 Local Weed Inspector Meeting. 

The SWCD continued to map common tansy, wild 

parsnip, leafy spurge, and other noxious weeds in 

2019 and plan to continue mapping weeds in 2020. 

This will give us a base knowledge of what weeds 

EOT has and where they are located.   

Buffer Program 

2019 marked the beginning of enforcement actions in the state. In East Otter Tail 

County, over 99% of parcels are compliant. In the coming years, we will be 

conducting aerial imagery reviews of a third of the county every year and working 

with landowners who have come out of compliance to come back in.  

Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program 

In 2019, Jim and EOT SWCD staff helped 13 farming operations become certified in the North Central area, 

including 3 in Otter Tail County. Congratulations to these producers for achieving Water Quality Certification 

for their farming operations! We received 20 new applications in 2019.  

In Wadena County, Whitney Place, Assistant Commissioner  for the MDA, presented the Water Quality 

Certified Farm sign to the Central Lakes College campus farm staff at their annual Field Day on August 23rd 

(far left).   

In Otter Tail County, signs were presented to board member Terry Greenwaldt and his son Jason (middle left), 

Bryce Blickenstaff of Blickenstaff Dairy (middle right), and Bruce and Carol Albright (far right).  

Fifteen producers were granted additional funding for conservation practices on their farm. Total funding 

amounts added up to $321,040.00.  

Pictured above are flea beetles that eat leafy spurge. They are 

caught in a cotton net and transported by hand to different 

leafy spurge infestations. They don’t fly, but they are excellent 

jumpers! A full grown flea beetle is the size of a fruit fly. 
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Breakfast on the Farm 

The third annual Breakfast on the Farm was 

held just north of Perham on the Ogroske farm 

site. Over 1,000 people came out to enjoy a free 

breakfast and learn more about farming in our 

community. Farm animals and equipment were on site and 

volunteers flipped pancakes, answered questions, and led 

activities for kids. Stay tuned for the date and farm in 2020! 

30 Years of Conservation Days in Otter 

Tail County 

2019 marked the 30th year of 

Conservation Days, held at the Walker 

Lake Fish Hatchery in Otter Tail County. 

We had 10 schools bring over 500 

students to learn about stream dynamics, 

soil health, recycling, the fish hatchery, 

drinking water, forestry, and aquatic 

invasive species.   

Donna Geiser (Extension), Arnie 

Rethemeier (SWCD), Steve Handegaard 

(DNR), and Mike Nelson (DNR, top right 

photo, left to right) helped start the 

tradition of Conservation Days in 1989 . 

Ag in the Classroom 

New York Mills and Perham both had Ag in 

the Classroom this past year for their 4th and 

5th grade students. The kids learned about 

sheep, pig, and dairy farming, as well as large 

animal veterinary and where our drinking 

water comes from.  
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New Staff 

Trisha Demarais started as our Irrigation 

Technician this past spring (we threw her 

right into the ruckus of tree planting!). 

She grew up on a corn and soybean farm 

in Raymond, Minnesota and attended 

Southwest Minnesota State University, 

where she studied Agribusiness. Trisha 

has plenty of experience in the 

agricultural field, and we are excited to 

have her experience in our Irrigation 

Scheduling Program! In her spare time, 

she enjoys golfing, biking, fishing, hunting, 

and kayaking.  

Cover Crop Initiative Grant 

In 2020 the EOT and 

Wadena SWCDs are 

excited to be able to help 

local producers try out 

cover crops on their farm 

as well as facilitate 

meetings to help farmers 

learn from each other on 

successful crops and 

methods. Applications will 

be accepted starting in 

February for the 2020 growing season. 

Contact the office for more information! 

Legislative Efforts 

The EOT supervisors and staff visited 

with our state legislators about SWCD 

issues several times in the past year, 

including a visit to St Paul in March. 

Darren Newville, District Manager, 

testified at a Minnesota Senate 

Environment and Natural Resource 

Finance Committee hearing on the importance of continued state 

funding for SWCDs and our programs to allow us to continue to 

protect and maintain our states valuable soil and water resources.   

 2019 EOT SWCD Budget Summary 

Income  

County Income $213,583.00 

State Income $743,199.00 

Building Income $55,732.00 

Charges for Services $426,888.00 

Misc. Income       $38,758.00 

Total Income $1,478,160.00 

Expenses  

Personal Service $832,986.00 

Operational Expense $101,160.00 

Project Expense $456,546.00 

Building Expense $43,376.00 

Total Expenses $1,434,068.00 
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• 801 Jenney Ave SW, Suite 2• 

•Perham, MN 56573 • 

•(218)346-9105 • 

• www.eotswcd.org • 

Our Staff: 

District Manager: Darren Newville 

Shoreland Specialist: Aimee Duchene 

District Technician: Liz Wiese 

Farm Bill Technician: Mitchell Ness 

Administrative Secretary: Chantal Tougas 

District/Irrigation Technician: Trisha Demarais 

Irrigation/Nutrient Management Specialist: Nathan Wiese 

Area Certification Specialist: Jim Lahn 

Water Planner/Watershed Coordinator: Ben Underhill 

EOT SWCD Supervisors: 

Chairman: Lyle Dittman 

Vice Chairman: Steve Inwards 

Public Relations: Wayne Enger 

Secretary: Terry Greenwaldt 

Treasurer: Denny Reynolds 

 Board meetings are held at 7:30 a.m. the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month at the EOT SWCD office. 

The public is welcome to attend! 

 The 4th Annual Breakfast on the Farm will be 

Saturday, August 1st, location tbd 

 The office is closed on all federal holidays 

Back row, left to right: Trisha Demarais, Nathan Wiese, Jim Lahn, Ben Underhill 

Front row, left to right: Darren Newville, Mitch Ness, Chantal Tougas, Liz Wiese, Aimee Duchene 


