
Pollinator Kit:  

Six 6-Packs (36 plants) 

Adapted to our specific soils 

and climate, these native 

species require little 

maintenance once 

established and provide 

nectar and pollen to our 

native butterflies, bees, 

birds, and other pollinators.  

Sandy Soil Kit:  

Six 6-Packs (36 plants) 

This kit contains 

species that grow in 

the sandy soils of 

Wadena and Otter Tail 

counties. They need minimal watering 

once established.  They are also good 

for situations when shorter species are 

desired.  

Prairie Coreopsis Purple Coneflower 

Showy Goldenrod Meadow Blazing Star Little Bluestem 

Butterfly Weed (milkweed) 

Sky Blue Aster 

Prairie Dropseed Whorled Milkweed Lead Plant Rough Blazing Star 

Black Eyed Susan 

Woodland Kit:  

Six 6-Packs (36 plants) 

These flowers and grasses tolerate 

partial shade and full shade 

environments well. Suitable for 

in an area with several trees or 

shrubs. A great choice for those 

hard to grow shady spots!  

Brown Eyed Susan Tall Thimbleweed Zig-Zag Goldenrod 

Wild  

Columbine 

Big Leaved  

Aster 



Native Pollinator 
Plant Kits 

How many plants should I get? 

We recommend spacing plants 12 to 18 inches apart. That may seem like a lot now when 

they’re young plants, but they’ll get bigger and need space as they grow! 

The formula we use to calculate how many plants are needed for a restoration is: 

 Total square footage of the planting area/(desired spacing)2 = Number of plants  

For example, if I wanted to plant a 400 square foot area with plants spaced 1.5 feet apart: 

 400 square feet/(1.5 feet)2 = 400/2.25 = 177.8 …… So I would need about 178 plants 

How do I take care of them? 

The first year the plants will need to be watered about a half inch to an inch per week. This 

helps the roots go down to stabilize the soil and improve infiltration. You can stop watering 

once the plants in the neighborhood start turning brown in the fall. Try to keep up with any 

weeds.  

The second year they will only need to be watered during dry periods. If you did a good job of 

weeding the first year, there should fewer weeds the second year. 

The third year they should be established and fine on their own. Give yourself a pat on the 

back. You should be seeing some bright blooms by now! 

With native perennials, we live by the saying that the “first year they sleep, the second year 

the creep, the third year they leap” It’ll take roughly three years to get fully established, be pa-

tient and they will impress! 

*We reserve the right to substitute species based on nursery availability* 

Planting tips:  

We strongly recommend killing off the existing vegetation to reduce plant competition. This is 

most effectively done with a herbicide such as Roundup (be sure to follow all label instruc-

tions). Young native flowers planted directly into living lawn grass may not do well due to 

plant competition for water and nutrients. 

East Otter Tail SWCD * 801 Jenny Ave SW, Perham, MN 56573 * (218) 346 - 9105 * www.eotswcd.org 


