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Our Staff:

Farm Bill Technician: Mitchell Ness

District Manager: Darren Newville

Administrative Secretary: Chantal Tougas

Shoreland Specialist: Aimee Zimmermann

Irrigation/Nutrient Management Specialist: Nathan Wiese

District Technician: Liz Reed

Area Certification Specialist: Jim Lahn

Irrigation Scheduler Technician: Brittney Johnson

Water Planner/Watershed Coordinator: Ben Underhill

2016 Year in Review

Meeting with the Governor
In September, Governor Dayton met with the Otter Tail County
Board of Commissioners, the Board of Supervisors from both
the East and West Otter Tail SWCDs and their respective staffs
to learn about our local efforts to protect our lakes, streams
and ground water. He applauded our local programs that
promote healthy water, including the county
buffer initiative, native shoreline installations,
and other conservation practices being
implemented locally. We are always glad to have
the chance to show what we are doing locally to
protect our valuable soil and water resources!
Shoreline Program

We are continuing to grow our
shoreline program all around the county! With the help of the Minnesota
Conservation Corps, many local contractors, area Lake Associations, and the EOT and
WOT staff, we were able to install 22 shoreline buffers and four rain gardens on a
record-breaking fourteen different lakes and rivers all over Otter Tail County. We
already have 32 projects lined up for installation this spring and summer.

Back row, left to right: Chantal Tougas, Ben Underhill, Nathan Wiese, Jim Lahn
Front row, left to right: Darren Newville, Brittney Johnson, Mitchell Ness, Aimee Zimmermann, Liz Reed

EOT SWCD Supervisors:

Public Relations: Terry Greenwaldt

Chairman: Lyle Dittman

Secretary: Dennis Reynolds

Vice Chairman: Steve Inwards

Treasurer: Marion Gill

www.tallgrassprairiecenter.org

Coming up in 2017…

West Otter Tail’s Aaron Larsen (left) and East Otter
Tail’s Darren Newville with Governor Dayton.

Ever wondered why we push for native flowers and grasses over cultivated
varieties? It’s all in the roots! Native varieties have much longer root systems, up to
20 feet deep, than our typical lawn grass, whose roots go down only a few inches.
We also love looking out at flowers and the birds and butterflies they attract (and
spending less time mowing the lawn is a big plus too!).

EOT Board Meetings are open to the public and held
on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 am
Tree Pick-Up—April 21 & 22

• 801 Jenney Ave SW, Suite 2•

Lakeshore Stewardship Workshop—May 6th

•Perham, MN 56573 •

EOT Breakfast on the Farm—August 5th

•(218)346-4260 Ext. 3•
Check us out on Facebook!
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Tree and Seeding Program

Staff Updates

In 2016, almost 52,000 trees were sold between East Otter Tail and Wadena
counties through our conservation tree sales. Staff also planted 8,875 trees
for local landowners and installed 19,500 linear feet of tree matting fabric
for weed control. Along with tree planting, the District custom seeded 480
acres of native grasses and flowers and sold 910 acres of seed for
conservation programs.
What are the trees we sell used for?
The District sells trees in bundles of 25 that are considered “conservation
grade” seedlings, usually 1-3 years old and 6-24 inches in length. They are
typically planted for windbreaks, erosion control, reforestation, and wildlife
habitat. The District also offers free technical assistance for designing any of
these practices. To order trees or ask about the best tree for your property,
contact the EOT or Wadena SWCD.

Testing different trial strips on an NMI plot.

Staff after a day of soil testing for nitrates.

Corn stalk samples ready for the lab.

On-Farm Nitrogen Management
New this year, staff members assisted the Minnesota Department of Agriculture in promoting the Nutrient
Management Initiative (NMI). This program is designed to help producers evaluate alternative nitrogen
practices, such as rate or timing of fertilizer applications, by installing replicated strip trials. Nine producers
throughout Todd, Wadena, Hubbard, and Otter Tail counties utilized this program to evaluate nitrogen
practices on their farm. We look forward to promoting it into the 2017 growing season!
In four different counties in 2016, staff members collected 168 corn stalk samples on 42 fields from 41
producers for the Guided Stalk Sampling Program (GSS). The goal of this project is to optimize nitrogen
fertilization to produce profitable yields while protecting the environment. At the end of the year,
participating producers receive their stalk nitrate results at a winter producer meeting. The winter meeting
is a time when the producer and staff can discuss their results and compare them to other producers in the
program. A majority of producers have made changes to the rate, timing, form, or placement of nitrogen
fertilizer application in order for more efficient crop uptake and less nutrient loss.
Do you ever wonder what farmers are doing to protect the environment? Farmers are doing all kinds of
good things for the environment, and we are here to help them implement and pay for conservation
practices like the NMI and GSS Programs, cover crop trials, or irrigation scheduling, just to name a few.
Check out the Upcoming Events (page 8) for a local opportunity to eat breakfast with your local farmers!
2

Jim Lahn (pronounced ‘lane’) comes to
us from northwest Iowa, where he was
a District Conservationist with NRCS for
over 20 years. In his position as Area
Certification Specialist for the
Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality
Certification Program (MAWQCP), Jim
will work with producers and
landowners in an 11-county area on
conservation practices which will
protect Minnesota’s water resources.
Our new Shoreland Specialist
is Aimee Zimmermann. She
was previously the Assistant
Shoreland Specialist for
three years here at the EOT
SWCD. Her favorite part of
shoreline restoration is
seeing the dramatic
transformation from eroding
lawn to beautiful native
flowers and grasses while
improving lake quality!

Ben Underhill is the new Water
Planner/Watershed Coordinator for the
EOT and Wadena SWCDs. He graduated
from the University of Minnesota with a
masters in Water Resource Science and
previously worked with the MPCA
dealing with water quality permitting.
His job duties will include working
locally to coordinate water resource
activities and providing assistance for
Otter Tail and Wadena counties.

Conservation Apprentice
2016 was the sixth consecutive year that the
EOT SWCD hosted a Conservation
Apprentice during the summer. This year’s
apprentice was Mary Riestenberg, a Perham
native going to the University of Minnesota
Crookston. Over the summer, Mary assisted with installing native shoreline
buffers, irrigation scheduling, well mapping and many other projects. We look
forward to hosting another apprentice in 2017!
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Clean Water Fund

Irrigation Scheduling Program

This year the EOT SWCD received funding for three
projects through the Clean Water Fund, which is
distributed by the Board of Soil and Water Resources
(BWSR) out of the Clean Water Land & Legacy
Amendment. These projects are:

East Otter Tail County had another successful

Our 2016 Irrigation Clinic had
over 100 producers in
attendance. They learned
about alternative
management on unprofitable
acres from Dr. David Muth,
co-founder of AgSolver.

Irrigation Scheduling year! In Otter Tail County,
we had 87 fields enrolled in the program,
representing over 7,500 acres and including nine
new producers. Due to the rainy months of July

A Prioritize, Target, Measure Application
(PTMApp) that will be used to pinpoint the most
cost-effective locations for practices to improve
water quality

and August, the total amount of irrigation applied
over the growing season was about half of what
From top to bottom: A leafy
spurge hawk moth caterpillar;
leafy spurge beetles on a
spurge plant; a release of
beetles at a site near Perham.

The sealing of 101 unused wells around Otter Tail
Lake working with the Otter Tail Waste
Management District

County Ag Inspector

A process to identify best management practices
for groundwater protection in
Otter Tail County

In 2016, the County Ag Inspector Program released flea
beetles on four different infestations of leafy spurge in
East Otter Tail County. We also discovered the Leafy
Spurge Hawk Moth Caterpillar on an infestation of leafy
spurge near Perham! This caterpillar is brightly colored
and eats (devours, really) the leafy spurge plant. The
caterpillar has been approved by the MDA for
bio-control, but it is rarely released anymore, as –
caterpillars being caterpillars – they turn into moths
and fly away from the release site. So we just get really
excited when we find one at our sites!

Where do these funds come from?
These funds come from you, the
taxpayer of Minnesota! In 2008
Minnesota citizens voted a tax on
themselves to go towards the fund.
The logo at the right shows that
you helped the environment and
the arts in your community!

it was in 2015. Look for some exciting changes
coming next year, including the use of TDR sensors!
So what does the Irrigation Scheduler Program do? It provides farmers a

second opinion on if and when to irrigate. By measuring the moisture
available in the soil we can help determine if the crops need water or not,
saving farmers money and stopping any extra water from running off.

County Buffer Initiative
In 2016, the DNR map of public waters was made public. This allowed
staff to go over aerial maps of the county and determine what areas
might not be compliant with the Buffer Law. All landowners along public
waters and county ditches have received letters and maps showing
where they may not be compliant and offering assistance from the
SWCD. The good news is that the majority of land along lakes and rivers
in Otter Tail County are already compliant or coming into compliance by
the November 1, 2017 deadline!

Otter Tail River Assessment
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is in the process of assessing all
lakes and streams in the state on a ten-year cycle. They started water quality analysis
of most of the streams and lakes in Otter Tail County last year, which includes
monitoring the health of fish and insect populations. This is a great opportunity for
everyone in the Otter Tail River Watershed to see how clean our water is and where
we could improve water quality. Once the assessment is complete at the end of this
year, the MPCA will analyze the data and release reports that outline all the
information collected. This will be released in a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
and Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) document in four to
five years. Contact the EOT SWCD if you have any questions!
What can you do on your lake or stream? Become a citizen water monitor! The
MPCA will provide equipment for you to measure water transparency on your lake or
stream each week during the summer. This information is used for long-term data on
water quality all over the state. Visit www.pca.state.mn.us for more information.
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Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program
2016 was the first year that the Minnesota Agricultural Water
Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) was offered in East
Otter Tail County. In its first year, the program had 11
applicants in the North-Central region. The program is an
excellent way for farmers and landowners to tell the story of
how they protect water quality. It can also help participants
identify and implement new agronomic practices that lower
input costs and benefit the environment. We anticipate the
coming year to be even more successful, with 30 new
applications in the first two months of 2017.
What does it mean when I see that sign on a local farm?
That this farmer is implementing many different practices to
protect water quality, and he or she wants you to know it!
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Our District Technician Brittney with Dayle and Ivan
Reinke of Cloverleaf Farms, one of EOT’s certified farms

EOT Conservationist of the Year:

In 2016 the EOT NRCS started and completed their first Water and
Sediment Control Basin (WASCOB) in East Otter Tail County. A WASCOB is a
series of basins designed to reduce gully erosion, trap sediment, and
manage downstream runoff. At this site, gully erosion was determined as
the main source of concern, needing five basins total. Four of these were
designed to be farmed through and one was planted to permanent grass.
Over the course of three days, approximately 1,740 feet
of tile and five intakes were installed, and another four
days were needed to construct the dikes around the
basins. All disturbed areas were then seeded with quickestablishing rye for cover. The producer’s goal is to
establish hay back on these areas.
2016 Review for East Otter Tail County:

DuWayne Ditterich of Vergas was chosen as our Conservationist of
the Year for 2016. To protect the various habitats across his
property, DuWayne has many different conservation practices in
place including a forest management plan to control invasive
species, over 50 acres of pollinator and pheasant habitat, and
more than 30 acres of Reinvest in Minnesota easements. His
efforts also consist of sustainable farming practices, including notill techniques and cover crops to minimize soil disturbance and
build soil health, field windbreaks and snow fences to prevent soil
loss through wind erosion, and buffer strips along lakes to protect
water quality. DuWayne is committed to farming sustainably while
providing high-quality habitat for wildlife on his farm, as well as
protecting the soil and water resources of Otter Tail County.
Top: Surveying the site during
construction, making sure the
basins and dikes are built to
specifications. Left: Gullies like
these were the main concern
on this field. Bottom: A
finished basin and tile inlet.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
31 contracts funded for 2,300 acres
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
8 contracts funded for 4,440 acres
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
197 contracts for 2,512 acres

NRCS Staff:
District Conservationist: Alan Lepp

Local Youth Education
The SWCD coordinates “Ag in the Classroom” annually
for students at the New York Mills and Perham
elementary schools. Here students get a chance to learn
about farming in their community, and even get to
interact with lambs and piglets! We also put together the
Otter Tail County Conservation Days targeted towards
5th graders all over the county. In 2016 over 500 area
students were able to participate in our outdoor learning
activities, and we couldn’t have asked for better
weather! New this past year we included a poster
contest for the students, with winners receiving a prize
package from the local 4-H.

Soil Technician: Troy Baumgart
Soil Conservationist: Vacant
Grazing Specialist: Jeff Duchene

Admin/Field Assistant: Katelyn Haarstick

Left to right: Katelyn Haarstick, Jeff Duchene, Ryan Antholtz, Troy Baumgart, Alan Lepp
Both East Otter Tail Soil & Water Conservation District and USDA are an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Conservation Tour
In 2016, the EOT and WOT SWCDs invited area
representatives, county commissioners, SWCD
supervisors, and other stakeholders on a tour of
county conservation projects. Over 40 people
attended, including Representative Bud Nornes and
County Commissioner Lee Rogness. This was our
chance to showcase all of the conservation work we
do in the county! We toured a rain garden in the city
of Fergus Falls as well as a shoreline project just
outside of town, looked at some sediment control
basins, and explored a cover crop demonstration
plot, among other tour stops. It was a great
opportunity to check out a just a few of the projects
we’ve done in the last few years in Otter Tail County.

